Knoxville Alumni Association
Meeting Minutes 
January 8, 2026

Call to Order
Danielle called to order the regular meeting of the Knoxville Alumni Association at 5:19 p.m., on January 8, 2026, at the National Sprint Car Hall of Fame.
Roll Call
Attendees:  Danielle Huffine-President, Julie Herrera-VP, Jennifer Schmidt-Treasurer, Mary Sharp-Secretary, Kevin Stittsworth, Jody Rawlings, Brian Hiemstra, Linda Loscher
Absentees:  Amy Zoutte, Brenda Davis
Announcement:   Danielle advised she received resignation from Brenda Davis effective immediately.  Danielle made a motion to accept Brenda's resignation and was seconded by Jennifer.  No one opposed; motion carried.
Minutes - December 4, 2025
Jennifer made a motion to approve and was seconded by Julie.  No one opposed; motion carried.
Treasurer Report
Jennifer went through the report.  A couple of good IRA donations for year end.  One for $900 and one for $1192.   Can deposits have been down some, one for $246 and another $200ish.  Mary advised can shed was full on Saturday and redemption was called again as the shed was full.   Remainder of concession reduction of inventory income should be around $500.  VIP savings has been beneficial with $223.47 interest last month.   Brian made motion to accept the report and was seconded by Kevin.  No one opposed; motion carried.
Bills/donations
CPA bill was split between KAA and The Locke accounts.    $5000 donation from Ginger Harry and family (Claudine, Clyde, Ginger, and Bruce Williams), stating another donation will be forthcoming for a Black K Club.  
Marketing/Donor/Communications
Kevin advised Jana has signs ready for Can Shed.  He will get in contact with her.
Kevin met with Grant on Website.  The new website is tentatively The Locke Knoxville.com.  The project is expected to be around $4000.   This will be a freestanding website that will be linked to the Alumni website.   Kevin will bring invoice as soon as it is received.
Kevin sat in on Webinar by Lucas Young with the State Historical Preservation IEDA They have a rural heritage revitalization grant.  They are giving out approximately 6-10 grants totalling $750,000.  March 6th is the deadline.  It would be a 30% match requirement.   State Historical designation, contractor plans, and paperwork required.  Maybe next year we can go after unless it is something we can attack in the next 2 months.
Kevin did advise he completed and submitted the paperwork for Marion County Assessor petition for property tax exemption.
Facilities/Maintenance
Brian provided tentative plans for poolhouse and walked board through computer layout referencing existing walls/new plans.   The income opportunity was briefly discussed being able to rent out the renivated poolhouse as a venue for a variety of events.   Discussion was held concerning how we move forward.  Brian would like to assist in getting contractors on board to get the work done.  Brian will work on trying to find a contractor.  Once we have contractor and plans in place; Danielle and Mary will meet with Pennie Sommar to discuss our intentions moving forward and prior to making any community announcements.   Sneak peek and community open house to discuss revision to plan can be planned at a later date.  Kevin will work on preliminary pivot of plans.
New Business:
Danielle brought up 2026 Calendar of Events.  It was determined having a separate meeting to discuss youth soccer goals and expectations prior to reaching out to Youth Soccer to try and get them back under contract at The Locke.   Contracts, Fees, and Rental agreements need to discussed to generate revenue to cover expenses at The Locke.   Kevin will reach out to Lauren Petersen and Kelsey Abell with soccer to see if there is interest.   
Discussion was held regarding the need for new board members as we have 9.   Several names were discussed.  Board members were encouraged to bring 2 names to our next monthly meeting.   Jill Sheesley may be able to return to the board from her leave of absence.   
Special Events Planning Meeting
January 15, 2026 at Brian Heimstra's home at 5:15 p.m.
Adjourn at 6:15 p.m. 

 
